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MONEY, MONEY, MONEY…..FUNDRAISER, FUNDRAISER, 
FUNDRAISER…..DONATE, DONATE, DONATE 

I know you probably get tired of the school asking for help but, 
we do need your help! We would like to be able to supply tech-
nology devices to every student in our building on a daily basis 
to use with learning objectives, projects, research, etc. Would-
n’t that be awesome? We think so. I invite you to participate in 
our upcoming fundraisers such as the Children’s Mardi Gras 
Ball on February 12 and the Spring Fling on April 15. Infor-
mation will be sent home with details.  

 

We are working hard to provide as many 21
st
 Century opportu-

nities as possible. We are in the process of personalizing 
learning for every student. We do progress monitoring check-
points during each nine week period to help students know 
where they are working now and where they need to move to 
by the end of the school year. Students are learning how to set 
goals for their learning and how to think critically. These skills 
better prepare them for secondary school experiences and/or 
careers down the road. If you have joined us for Student Led 
Conference Night in the past, you have probably noticed how 
your student is able to speak about their learning. We encour-
age students to take ownership of their learning and be re-
sponsible for some of the decisions made during the school 
year. We are looking forward to providing students with more 
voice and choice in the future.  

 

To keep up with all the great things going on at Flippen Ele-
mentary go to: http://schoolwires.henry.k12.ga.us/
Domain/4218 . 

       Message From  The Principal  

Toni L. M. Obenauf, Ed. D.  

http://schoolwires.henry.k12.ga.us/Domain/4218
http://schoolwires.henry.k12.ga.us/Domain/4218


Congratulations

Students of the Month for  

September and October  



   Pre– K News 

 

 

    Preschool teachers and para-educators at Flip-

pen are excited about getting more and more stu-

dents in both AM and PM classes.  

In October and November we continue our stand-

ards- based learning and IEP goals and objectives 

for instruction.  

We are learning about the Fall season by counting 

pumpkins, leaves, acorns, and scarecrows. The 

students have been making patterns with fall items 

and sorting these items according to attributes that 

are the same and different. Our students are really 

improving on tracing shapes, numbers, letters of 

the alphabet, and their own names. Social skills 

and following the daily routine in the classroom are 

closely monitored in the  pre-k classes.  Our bulletin 

boards highlight all the hard work that our pre-k stu-

dents have put in their art projects.  

Inclusion is going great and our students are excit-

ed to participate in Music, Art, and PE classes with 

their  Kindergarten peers.  



 

October was very busy in Kindergarten. We have been 
studying life cycles of plants and observable features of plants 
with our Apples and Pumpkins unit. The students had a great 
time traveling to Southern Belle Farm on October 23. We 
learned a lot about pumpkins as well as other plants and ani-
mals on the farm. It was a great day. 

During the month of November, we celebrated Veteran’s 
Day by making cards for veterans and hearing a guest speaker. 
Our handmade cards were actually handed out to honored 
guests at the Veterans Day Ceremony at Heritage Park. We al-
so began learning about another national holiday; Thanksgiv-
ing. Students are learning about why we celebrate national holi-
days. Students in Kindergarten are all looking forward to their 
special feasts in the classroom to celebrate Thanksgiving.  

We will also continue working on becoming better read-
ers and writers. Parents, you can help out by going over sight 
words nightly to help increase your child’s reading confidence. 
Remember that sight words should be memorized by sight so 
parents, do not teach them to “sound out” words. Many of the 
words do not follow regular phonics patterns and cannot be 
sounded out (i.e. the, what, like…etc…).  

     

Here are our Kindergarten Students of the Month: 

Ms. Shepherd –          Oct:  Elijah Banks                                   
                  Nov:    Kyleigh Cowains 

              Mrs. Holland –       Oct:  Contreas Faison                          
                  Nov: Elijah Froman 

            Mrs. Williams -        Oct:   Melody Kyles                            
                  Nov:  Laila Nwajei                           

 Mrs. Ruffin –         Oct:  Alaiah Williams                      

                  Nov:   Madison Milbry 

Mrs. Wooley:         Oct:     Zariah Holloman                 
                  Nov: Rahil Patel 



Kindergarten Salutes Our Veterans 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          

 First graders had a great time going to the Clayton County 

Performing Arts Center on their field trip.  Students were so ex-

cited to see Junie B. Jones in person and meet her friends in a 

live onstage performance. In social studies, students are con-

tinuing to learn more about the world in which they live as they 

discuss the continents and oceans in class. Students are also 

increasing their addition and subtraction skills as they begin 

working on story problems in math.  In language arts, students 

are learning about sentence structure and grammar concepts 

along with light and sound in science.  Be sure to stop by the 

first grade hall to see our classroom turkeys.  Students did a 

great job disguising them for the upcoming holidays.    

 

Students of the Month : 

Ms. Craig- September-Camerin Salazar  

October- Michael Hinson  

Mrs. Fitterer– September- Braxton Foster 

 October-Zacklee Pheng 

Mrs. Patterson- September – Nicholas Loonam 

October – Chelsei Lewis 

Mrs. Watts- Aiden Seymour 

October- Aubrey Grady-Polk 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Where is the time going?  We are already into the second grading period of 
the year and the holidays are right around the corner.  The students have 
learned a great deal about the beginnings of our fair state, Georgia.   The idea 
that boys and girls used master fishing, hunting, and gardening as opposed to 
mastering the computer or going to the store for food was amazing to them. 
Our trip to Stately Oaks really put it in perspective. They will tell you, “Yes, you 
can cook on a rock.” We are learning many strategies for addition and subtrac-
tion in math.  Ask your student if he/she remembers a 9 trick. The learning op-
portunities are constantly changing in second grade! We’ve been learning the 
importance of friendship and standing up against bullying during Red Ribbon 
week. Catch your student in an act of kindness. It becomes contagious. 

 

Second Grade Students of the Month for September: 

Avery Collins 

Lan Farmer 

Barrett Wilson 

Tysi Sharpe 

Alex Soto 

 

 

Second Grade Students of the Month for October: 

Karah Hory 

Cayla Bailey 

Vanessa Bernal 

Riley Brewer 

Tia Gains 

 



Second Grade Field Trip to Stately Oaks 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Third grade has been rockin’ and rollin’ as we have been stud-
ying our rocks, minerals, and fossils. We have investigated 
and tested different rocks and minerals, made fossil molds, 
and modeled the rock types with candy. We have also sched-
uled an on-site field trip for December the 16th with Diamond 
Del. He will bring us the amazing experience of panning for 
some beautiful minerals and rocks!  
 
Third grade has also been working hard to become experts of 
multiplication concepts in math. We have been rolling up our 
sleeves and practicing daily. Parents can help support our 
trainees by practicing with them for 5 to 10 minutes daily with 
flash cards. Practice makes perfect! 
 
We can’t forget our special heroes! We have been busy study-
ing about Frederick Douglass and the significant impact he 
made on America. Next, we will get to know Susan B. Anthony 
and Mary Mccleod Bethune. We will learn how they expanded 
people’s rights and freedoms in our country.  
 
Remember….the more you read, the better reader you be-
come! Don’t forget that our fluency goal for third grade is to 
read 120 words (or more) per minute. Fluency can be im-
proved at home if children read their books out loud nightly. 
Children need to be encouraged to read nightly and fill out 
their reading logs for our reading party, and to fill out the Book 
It calendars for a free personal pan pizza from Pizza Hut when 
they read for 200 minutes.  
 
Students of the Month for October:  
Allen: Chance Missouri 
King: Danielle Freeman 
Palmer: Charlie Armstrong 
Shell: Elena Powell  
Wiernicki: McKenzie White 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Our fourth grade students are working hard to meet our standards. Here 

are some things that we are learning about.  

Social Studies: Christopher Columbus' discovery of the Americas in 

the late 15th century sparked a race to acquire the new-found land among 

European empires. Among the first to lay claim to North American land 

was Britain. The formation of the 13 British Colonies started with the colo-

nization of Jamestown in Virginia in 1607. The formation of the other colo-

nies came throughout several years and were developed for several rea-

sons. The Colonies were ultimately divided into three areas -- the northern 

New England Colonies, the Middle Colonies and the Southern Colonies 

based on the geography and climate of the regions.  

Reading/Language Arts: Reading texts from various points of view 

can change how we perceive things. Students are working towards using 

these points of view to increase their understanding of what they reading.  

Writing: The students will be learning how to write opinion pieces. 

The students will learn how to create a hook to grab their readers atten-

tion, state their opinion, provide reasons/evidence for their opinion, and 

restate their opinion to close their writing.  

Math: We are currently working multi-digit multiplication. By the end of 

this unit students will be able to use several different strategies to solve 

multi-digit equations. Soon after, we will be diving into division. Students 

will be learning different strategies and models to solve division problems.  

Science:  The students have been learning all about the roles of or-

ganisms and the flow of energy within an ecosystem. They have also 

been identifying the roles of producers, consumers, and decomposers in a 

community. Just as important are the factors that affect the survival or ex-

tinction of organisms such as adaptation, variation of behaviors 

(hibernation) and external features (camouflage and protection). 

Students of the Month for October and November.  

Bennett: Jarrett Leopard and Blake Walker 

Floyd: Elaina Cook and Carrington Jones 

McKee: Eli Downey and Ellora Menon 

Marquez: Kris Patel and Jett Page 

Wilson: Teia Henderson 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Can you believe that the first semester is almost over?  Wow!!  Pretty soon, 

your kids will be in middle school. They continue to amaze us as they learn 

various skills and participate in different activities.  

Speaking of amaze, students “BLEW US AWAY”  on their 4-H pro-

jects!  They used great, catchy hooks, gave interesting facts about their topic, 

and really DRESSED THE PART!!  They also enjoyed learning about famous 

inventors and people of the turn of the Century!  If you hear them talking a lot 

about Mark Twain, you can blame our speaker, Mr. Van Brown.  He came to 

our school and presented on famous people and the students had a blast!!   

Students are continuing to review informational writing, parts of speech, and 

the use of commas.  In math, the POINT IS DECIMALS!!!!!!!!!  Students are 

adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing decimal numbers. Please en-

courage them to participate in “First in Math” daily for this will enhance their 

math skills. In addition, remind students that they should be reading at least 30 

minutes daily and to record their time read on their reading log.  

Reminders:  

The first and second payment for Driftwood is due ASAP!!!!   

The class spelling bee will be held on December 4
th

 

The 4
th

 and 5
th

 grade spelling bee will be held on December 10th 

 

Thank you for all of your support!  Together we make an AWESOME team! 

 

 

October and November students of the month!! 

Miguel Castro    Kayla Davis     Jordan Delattibourdare     Euan Ham     

Adrian Fillmore     Madison Jones     Evan McIntyre   Aastha Mishra   Jon-

athan Ortega    Moriah Pauls      



                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During Kindness Week, our food drive and toy drive were a big success!!  Thank 
you to all the students and parents that brought in cans of food and new unwrapped 
toys!  We are able to help out many families in our community from such generous 
donations! 

 

We were able to raise $150 in September for Caps for CURE!  Our donations were 
given to CURE childhood cancer. Thank you to everyone for wearing a hat and do-
nating $1! 

 

Character Education: 

Our new Character Education program called Jump-Start! focuses on a variety of 
lessons. Students enjoy the short daily lessons viewed on the morning announce-
ments, as well as the follow up classroom activities. During October, we focused on 
making new friends, improving the world, and acting with courage. The upcoming 
topics will include showing compassion, being a leader, being aware, walking in 
someone else’s shoes, being unique, and doing the right thing.  

 

Mentor for Success Program: 

Do you want to make a positive difference in students’ lives? If so, become a men-
tor. We will be happy to explain the program to you and get you started on a fantas-
tic journey.  It only takes 30 minutes of your time for once or twice a week to make 
an impact in a child’s life. Please contact the counseling department if you’re inter-
ested.  

 

Counseling groups are under way! Groups will continue to meet throughout the 
school year. The beginning sessions work with behavior management before mov-
ing to friendship, responsibility, self-esteem and family changes groups.  

 

The Safety Zone: 

Children who are being supervised by a responsible adult are less likely to be 
harmed. The Department of Human Resources hold the following guidelines for ap-
propriate supervision. Children 9-12 should only be left at home for up to 2 hours. 
Children ages 13 and up may be left home alone for up to 12 hours, pending ma-
turity.  Children under the age of 13 should not be left in a caretaking (babysitting) 
role.   

 



         Media Center News 

 

     

Our last book fair was a huge success! Our students reached their goal of purchasing more than 1000 

books! In return, our administrators, Dr. Obenauf and Mrs.  Daniel, dressed as Cookie Monster and the 

Chef and passed out cookies to the students.  What a monstrous event! 

      

Our next book fair will be January 27, 2016-February 5, 2016. We would love for our students to donate 

one or more books to their teacher to help build their classroom library!  

 Please email Dr. Taylor at ttaylor@henry.k12.ga.us  if you would like to volunteer at our next book fair 
and have gone through the background check process!  

mailto:ttaylor@henry.k12.ga.us


We are having a great time in P.E. class. All the students seem to be enjoying 
themselves. We are working on many different things. One of the most important is 
our warm-up exercises. During our warm-up, we do push-ups and sit-ups with a 
variety of other exercises. These two are particularly important to our 3rd, 4th and 
5th  graders because we will be participating in Fitnessgram testing. These are two 
of the harder tests on the Fitnessgram and the students need to do their push-ups 
and sit-ups correctly.  

The Kindergarteners, 1st graders, and 2nd graders are making great strides. They 
are improving everyday with their warm-up exercises. This group at times is the 
most fun because they just want to have fun. It is funny to say but they even get 
excited to do the warm-up exercises. I like it when I see these students trying so 
hard to do some of our activities. They do not give up they just keep on trying. I 
see all of our students growing each and every day.    

All of our students here at Flippen should be doing some kind of physical activity 
for 60 minutes every day.  

    Art students have been exploring various art media and themes. 

Still life, portrait, and landscape were a few of our vocabulary words 

during October. Classes have been making their own choices of 

media such as,  crayon, colored pencil, markers, watercolor paint, 

tempera paint, and watercolor crayons. 

    November has been filled with applying information from our oth-

er disciplines, or school subjects, in our artworks. Making connec-

tions to the students' classroom learning reinforces their academic 

curriculum and enhances their artwork.  



Great Job! BAM Winners * 

For the Months of September and October 

September Winners 

K – Williams 

1st – Fitterer 

2nd – Wainwright 

3rd – Palmer 

4th – Floyd 

5th – Wood 

October Winners 

K- Wooley 

1st – Fitterer 

2nd – Henderson 

3rd – King 

4th – Floyd 

5th – Oravetz 

* BAM stands for Best Attendance for the Month.  Each 

month the classroom  on each grade level that has the  

best attendance is recognized by displaying the BAM ban-

ner above their classroom door.  



PTO Family Fun Day 



Harvest of Characters– Patricia’s Pumpkin Patch 



Flippen Gives a HOOT Pink Out Day !! 



Red Ribbon Day 





Kindness Week  



Flippen’s Second Grade students took their parents 

and the faculty on a Road Trip through Georgia dur-

ing their November PTO performance. The stu-

dents did a great job sharing interesting facts about 

the 5 Regions of Georgia through speaking parts 

and song. Special Thanks to Mrs. Lott and all the 

Second Grade teachers for all their hard work to 

make this presentation a success.  



Upcoming  Dates: 

 Thanksgiving Break - November 23rd– 27th  

 Thursday, December 3rd– 4th grade in school field trip 

and  PTO Holidays Around the World 6-7pm 

 Friday, December 4th - $1.00 Hat Day for 5th grade Drift-

wood Trip 

 Thursday, December 10th - 4th and 5th grade Spelling 

Bee 8:30am in Cafeteria 

 Friday, December 11th - School Council meeting 8:30-

9:30am in Data Room 

 Wednesday, December 16th - 3rd grade Diamond Del in 

school field trip 

 Friday, December 18th - End of Grading Period and Holi-

day Parties  

 Winter Break - December 21st– January 4th  

 Wednesday, January 6th - Reading Bowl Practice 

 Friday, January 8th - School Council meeting in Data 

Room 8:30-9:30am  

 Monday, January 11th - Grade Reports in Infinite Cam-

pus 

 Wednesday, January 13th - Reading Bowl Practice 

 Monday, January 18th -  MLK Holiday 

 Friday, January 22nd– Henry County Spelling Bee 

 Saturday, January 23rd– Reading Bowl Competition at 

Luella Middle School 

 Wednesday, January 27th - Student of the Month Break-

fast 

 Thursday, January 28th—Skate Night at Starlite Skating 

Rink 5:30-8:00pm 

 January 27th - February 5th - Book Fair 

 

 

Please check the school website for  

important news from our School Clinic. 

www.flippenelementary.org 


